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materialization, as one would any other art.'5 At first
they could only make tangible hands as in the cases of
the Davenports, the Foxes, and others. Many
mediums never get beyond this stage.

Among the numerous visitors to the Vermont
homestead there were naturally some who took up a
hostile attitude. None of these, however, seems to
have gone into the matter with any thoroughness.
The one who attracted most attention was a Dr.
Beard, of New York, a medical man, who on the
strength of a single sitting contended that the figures
were all impersonations by William Eddy himself.
No evidence, and only his own individual impression
is put forward to sustain this view, and he declared
that he could produce all the effects with " three
dollars' worth of theatrical properties/' Such an
opinion might well be honestly formed upon a single
performance, especially if it should have been a more
or less unsuccessful one. But it becomes perfectly
untenable when it is compared with the experiences
of those who attended a number of sittings. Thus,
Dr. Hodgson, of Stoneham, Mass., together with four
other witnesses, signed a document: " We certify
. . . that Santum was out on the platform when
another Indian of almost as great a stature came out,
and the two passed and re-passed each other as they
walked up and down. At the same time a conversa-
tion was being carried on between George Dix, May-
flower, old Mr. Morse, and Mrs. Eaton inside the
cabinet. We recognized the familiar voice of each."
There are many such testimonies, apart from Olcott,
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